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on which there can be no doubt that many of the Indians. felt very strongly,
and it had been one of the chief subjects of discussion between the Union Govern-
ment and Mr. Gokhale when he visited South Africa in 1912. The feeling of the
Indians on this subject had been much aggravated by the statements made
to them that the Union Government had promised Mr. Gokhale that a Bill
would be introduced in the next session of Parliament to repeal the tax.
When, therefore, no such Bill was introduced and when, in addition, the
Government repudiated having made any promise to that effect, the result was
that there was grave disappointment, on the part of the Indian community,
especially in Natal. It is impossible for us in this enquiry to enter into the
controversy which has arisen on the subject of the promise alleged to have been
made to Mr. Gokhale; it is sufficient for our purpose to state that the Indians
had been led to believe that such a promise had been made, and that, on failure
to introduce the expected legislation, there was considerable feeling on their
part against the Government.
There were other matters affecting Indians which we were invited by cer-
tain witnesses to investigate, but which, in our opinion, did not fall within
the scope of our reference. Our enquiry into alleged grievances is limited to
those which in any way contributed to the strike. We have no authority to
investigate and to make recommendations upon the general position of Indians
in the Union, and the disabilities under which they suffer.
There was one other subject, however, upon which, though we at first
felt some doubt as to whether it was within the terms of our reference, we
ultimately decided to hear evidence. Complaints were made that the laws of
the Union, more especially the Immigration and Licensing Acts, were being
administered against Indians in a harsh and unsympathetic manner. That was
one of the subjects specially referred to in a letter from Mr. Cachalia, the
Chairman of the British Indian Association, to the Secretary of the Interior, dated
12th August, 1913, and published in Blue Book C.D. 7111, page 26, in which
he formally notifies the Government that the Indian Community proposes
again to have recourse to passive resistance, and in which he states that the
struggle will be continued so long as, amongst other things, "a spirit of genero-
sity and justice does not pervade the administration of the existing laws referred
to herein/*
The same subject is referred to in other communications that took place
between the Indian leaders and the Government, and in his letter of the 21st
January, 1914, in which Gandhi intimates to the Minister his intention not to
take part in the proceedings before the Commission, he sums up the points
on which relief is sought, as follows:
 (1)	The Orange Free State question
 (2)	The Cape Colony question
 (3)	The Marriage question
 (4)	Repeal of the £3 tax

